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Via confirmed email and regular mail

Mermill Travis

Chief, Bureau of Railroads
IDOT2300 South Dirksen Parkway
Springfield, [T 62764

In reply to: Chicago Fast rail corridor
Comments from:
US-Citizens Aviatinn Wateh Association
Alliance of Residents Coneerning O'Hare
Mothers Against Airport Pollution

Since there is no worse threal (o our health and environment that we face today than that
caused by airport-aircrafi operanions. The damage aviation catises to our upper
atmosphere could actually be even more alarming; and smce,

(1) with the ATR-21 ACT, flight aperations will double in just 10 years; and singe,

(2) the federal government grossly underestimates ihe number of people in the Tniled
States that are affected by airerafi noise (500,000 Americans), and that the number of
documented residents in the Chicapolard area affected by just one airport, O'Hare,
axceeds 600 000 residents alone, even using the foderal govemment's inept definition of
noise; and since,

{3) aitports and aircraft operations use the most greatest amouni of [ue] per passengar

mile, thus emitting massive amounts of Clean Adr criteria and hazardous and toxic air
emnisgions (somge of it exotic and under exotic conditions); and since,
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{4) airports, aircraft, and airport operations emit extraordinary amounts of air, noisc,
oround, and water pollution (such as but not limvited to pround level ozone, hazardous and
toxic cmissions, aircraft noige, de-icing fluid point source and nmeoll, fuel dumping, and
solid waste disposal problems}, and since,

(%) the emissions from airports, aircraft, and aimport operations puse a significant heath
threat and have been linked to condihions including but not limited to cancer, asthma,
brain tumears, emphysema, heart disease, hodgkin's disease, kidney damage, lacnimation,
liver damage, lung disease, lung structure damage, lung lighiness, lymphoma, mental
depression, multiple organ invelvement, mutations, myelaid leukemia, tumors,
conjunctva mtaton, coughing, delaved hypersensitivity, distorted perceptions,
drowsinass, dyspnca, headache, eeg changes, muscle weakness, nasal effects, pulse rate
decrease, pulmonary irritation, skin and eye irritation, sysiemic irritalion, wheering,
respiratory system damage; and since,

{6} the emissions from airports, aircratt, and aleport operations exposes an extremely larpe
number of people living and working at distances greater than 30 mules from the (acility;

(7} and since 70% of our nation’s population lives within 20 miles of a major airport,
(%) the sigmficant and deadly health threal resuliing from emissions of airports, aircraft,
and airport operations needs to needs greai reduction and concornitant, comprehensive

regulation in order to protect the public’s health, and moreover

(9 the number of people affoeted by fast, high-speed and verv-hish speed ezl wall be
considerahly less.

The below-mentioned organizations, protecting more than one-guarler of vur state’s
population and representing well-over one million American members, soongly support

the nse of increased rail operations.

Thank you,

ack Saporito

Preg,, US-Citizens Aviation Watch Associstion/ www Ls-caw org
Exec. Dir., Alliance of Residents Concerning O'Hure ¢ www arecu oy
Board member, Mothers Against Airport Pollution



