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Angust 31, 2000
Via facsimile and repular madl

Thomas Skinner, DHrector

Illingis Environmental Protection Agency
2200 Churchill Road

Springfield, [1. 62794-8376

Dear Director Skinner:

We urgently request that you immediately call for a mandatory emergency moralorium of
flight operations 4t Clni:agu o Hata Inmternaiional Airport begause ol the Ozone Action
Alert Days that are in eﬁ'r:ct

- Dperatmns should be cut back by at least 30% to afford 2 measurable amounl ol
protection to roughly greater than one-half of the stawe’s population.

Ewen though ozonc precursors are of a different category of wr pollulans causing
different tvpes of health and other related problems, our concern has been heightened
atter the recent release of the O'Hare Toxic Pollution and Cancer Risk Study -
commissioned by the City of Park Ridge. 11'shows thas O’Hare is the worst producer of
carcinogens and other toxic pollution in the state of Tlinpis affecting 98 communities, in -
senerally a 32-mile radius of the airport, subjecting millions of Ninois citizens to
unacceptable health risks. Park Ridge Mayor Roa Wietecha stated, “This report
concludes that (Y'Hare airport is the number one toxic polluter in the state of [llinms.™

We are now very concerned because {°Flare is most probably, also the worst producer of
ozgme precursors. This is based on the fagct that Kennedy and LaGuardia airpoils
separately, are the largest producers of nitrogen made i New York City. "They're
{airperts) some of the heaviest polluters in the United States,” stales Dr, Max Shauck,
Raylor's aviation science depariment director. "Kennedy (aitport) in New York is the
larpest source of nitrogen oxide in New York, LaGuardia's next. They are also the second
and third largest sources of hydrocarbons " Incredibly, O’Hare Atrport has more
landinps and take-offs than both airports combined. basically three times the amount of
flight operations than either single New York airport.

! For execufive summary 566 WIVe,2recn.org
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Protecting the Health and Safety of Millions of (V'Hure Affected Citizens



